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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

I do not like waiting. I am patient with people but with situations or 
circumstances rarely do I like to wait for things to work out. I need to 
find the answer, fix the problem and move on. The silence of waiting, of 
not knowing brings me anxiety and grief rather than peace. It is not the 
control I seek but rather the finality. All sincere flaws in my own humanity 
and in humility that have been part of my Lenten penances for years. 
Until this year…
This year I found my Lenten reflections and devotion outside of my 
own desires and fears. I thought of how we teach our children patience and peace in God’s 
timing. Honestly, my first thought (in that true Southern voice) was bless their little hearts. 
Our children wait for nothing. The instant gratification of social media, the internet, and 
resources at their fingertips leaves little to their wanting or searching. After that initial 
Southern indignation, I felt such sadness for them, particularly for our youngest ones who 
lose their sense of wonder because some screen is calling them. But on a day this year when 
I had to leave an important meeting to help in a classroom, I knew that my sadness would be 
fleeting. In the moments of rocking littles, offering snacks, putting on little shoes, and singing 
silly songs, I knew that the answers I was seeking or the finality I wanted was not because I 
hated waiting but because I did not know how to wait. 
I thought of our rising ninth grade students. We’ve planted a seed. Where will you bloom? 
Only months ago we asked them this question of wondering where they will take these first 
gifts of truth, goodness, and beauty. Where will they protect these first gifts as they are nourished and cultivated waiting for the 
fruits of their labors? Do they see the hidden gem of opportunities here or seek elsewhere? Do they wait in silence, in the unknown, 
in the challenges of struggling and wondering? Can we help them to cultivate that sincerest desire of learning and longing? Isn’t 
that the true desire of a Catholic, classical education - seeking to grow in wisdom and virtue to better understand our Father not to 
reach a particular educational goal but to love Him and His creation more that we want to learn more and more each day? 
We began this Lent at a determined sprint and I feel we are ending it in a fully winded final fall to the floor. (A bit dramatic I suppose 
but pretty close to the truth). With the wonderful visits from the Franciscan Friars, celebrating our co-patron and the opportunities 
for community, welcoming Dr. Roberts, an administration retreat, the visit to another school to learn more from them and the visits 
from other schools to help guide them, I did not seem to wait for much this season or did I? In the busyness, I lost the  sense of the 
importance of trying to figure out the final solution–I found myself watching this beautiful community grow and flourish, the place 
that is my home and I get to be everyday. I found myself understanding that waiting is seeking in faith, that waiting is pausing in 
gratitude for His hand and guidance. I realized that waiting is not simply holding one’s breath in anxiety but holding one’s breath in 
hope and in desire for Him. 
And in these last days of the Lenten season I find myself in complete silence in our small adoration chapel overcome by students 
in devotion. I realized that in this silence there is such hope, such peace. I realized in the waiting to see them grow there will be so 
many blessings to rejoice in and so many obstacles that I will never be able to fix. I realized that as we enter into these next truly 
dark days of waiting we have the most hope for all that is yet to come - Easter, the next 15 years of JPG, or eternity with Him. Our 
waiting is always with Him and in our waiting with Him there is always joy because “we are an Easter people and Alleluia is our 
song.”

From the desk of

HeadmistressMrs. Angela Odinet CalendarCalendar
April 
15-22

NO SCHOOL - Easter 
Holiday

April 
18-24

Shop to Give with Be A 
Heart

April 27 Parents in Communione
April 28 Totus Tuus Thursday
May 
2-6

• Capstone Presentation
Week

• Teacher Appreciation
Week

May 4 All School Mass
May 5 SOLA Online Giving Day
May 6 JPG Family Crawfish Boil
May 7 Spring Formal
May 11 House T-shirt Day
May 12 • Headmaster's Challenge

T-shirt Day
• Baccalaureate & Upper

School Awards, 6:00 pm
May 14 Graduation, 10:00 am



 2 April 2022 Guardian     

UPCOMING EVENTS

Your generosity on SOLA Giving Day will allow our art 
programs to excel and grow to their full potential. In the 

choral department, we hope to purchase standing risers and 
a new piano to enhance the natural gifts our students bring 

to class each day. In the visual arts department, we need 
new resources to allow for more ambitious lessons. And 

finally, the drama department needs help with repairs to the 
side stage and “the front of the house”, along with updated 

curtains and costuming needs.

Tickets on sale in the Front Office NOW! 3lbs of crawfish + 
corn & potatos for $18. Drinks and sweets also available for 

donation. Proceeds support Junior Pilgrimage to Rome.

https://www.solagivingday.org/organizations/jpg
https://jpgacademy.org/camp-guardian
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GUARDIAN NEWS

Dear Families,

These are exciting times at John Paul the Great Academy. 
You may be aware that we recently began conducting a 
comprehensive survey of the entire school community to 
begin moving forward with campus improvements to reshape 
the campus for current and future students and families. 
The purpose of the survey is to help gauge support for the 
following projects:

• A Chapel - The very heart of a JPG education is our 
faith, so it is fitting that constructing a permanent 
chapel leads our proposed efforts.

• Lower School Building - The second initiative stems 
from having outgrown the butler buildings that house 
our Lower School students: we propse a permanent 
two-story, 20 classroom building to fulfill our mission 
of education and formation of students in Pre-K 3 - 6th 
Grade. 

• Multipurpose building for the Institute - Our 
school community is growing and our property is 
becoming a home for many exciting new initiatives 
and partnerships.  There is an increasing need to 
provide a beautiful and functional space to host our 
many community events such as our Gala, Collarnary 
Cook Off, School Plays, Formation Events, and much 
more.  We would love to provide proper space for 
existing and new partnerships with the school such as 
the Aquinas Institute.  We are also networking around 

the country and working with other schools who share 
a commitment to Catholic, classical education.  We 
need a space to work with them, host conferences, 
and be a force for good in the greater call of the New 
Evangelization through education.

We would like to thank everyone who has already 
participated in the study. Your thoughts are extremely 
valuable to us during this planning process. We encourage 
everyone who has not had an opportunity to respond to 
do so by going to jpgacademy.org/future and reviewing the 
fact sheet to learn more about the proposed projects. Then, 
please complete the brief survey to offer feedback about the 
school and projects. 

Your input will help us make an informed 
decision regarding our long-range plans 
for John Paul the Great Academy. We are 
hopeful to have all surveys completed by 
April 27.

Sincerely,
Ryan Verret, President
Angela Odinet, Headmistress
Dcn. Adam Conque, Vice President of Advancement

jpgacademy.org/future

https://jpgacademy.org/future
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GUARDIAN NEWS

Help us raise money for John Paul the Great Academy 
WHILE you shop! We are teaming up with Be A Heart, 

our favorite Catholic lifestyle brand, to fundraise for 
the big dreams we have for JPG. Monday, April 18 
through Sunday, April 24 shop with Be A Heart 

and GET 10% off your total order. 
Use code: JOHNPAUL at www.beaheart.com 

ANYONE can use this code. So make sure to share it 
far and wide!

Congratulations to all Track & Field and 
Tennis athletes. Guardians Tennis wrapped up 

their season and next up for Track & Field is 
the league championship meet in Pineville on 

Saturday, April 23.

https://beaheart.com/
https://jpgacademy.org/headmasters-reading-challenge-1

